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Venizelos was less reticent. He declared that the Elec-
tions ought not to be held until after the change of policy
had been effected, " in order that the entry of Greece into
the war might not become an election issue/'l

The explanation of this curious change of tune is very
simple. The demobilization of the army had exposed
the myth that the vast majority of the Greek people was
opposed to neutrality and was only prevented from join-
ing the Allies by a Germanophile Court and a clique of
politicians corrupted by German gold. The disbanded
Reservists upon whose votes M. Venizelos and the Allies
had so confidently counted, went back to their homes
raging at the hardships and humiliations heaped upon
the Army and the King who had twice led it to victory
by the usurpers of his authority. One instance will
suffice to illustrate the situation. Some Greek officers;
had entered the premises of a Venizelist journal at Salo
nica and ill-treated its editor. The Greek authorities duly
arrested them. But General Sarrail, arrogating to him-
self the privileges of a master in another man's house,
ordered his soldiers to break into the Greek prison and
carry off the prisoners to a French jail, to be tried by a
French court. This was only one of countless incidents,
that taught the Greeks how brutal, where its interests
are concerned, can be the nation which they had adored,

So strong was the resentment among military men of all
ranks that, as the train^which bore them to their homes
stopped at the country stations, the disbanded troops
leaned out of the windows and shouted to the bystand-
ers: " A. black vote for Venizelos ! " and the first thing
they did, as soon as they returned to civil life, was to form
Unions with a view to fighting the pro-Entente candidates
at the polls. On the 22nd of June, when the birth of
1 See The Times dispatches from Athens, September 14 and 24*